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' Howling hyena, this my pretty toothlet I give thee ; give
thou me thy ugly tooth.' And he throws his toothlet with
the other pieces. But later on when his man's incisors are
shed again or if they are broken by force, he gathers them and
also his molar teeth. Then when he is buried they are buried
with him, and his body is considered complete. But those
who do not know it do not pay attention to this nor gather
them."1 In Marsa Matruh, the classical Paraetonium,
situated about 150 miles west of Alexandria on the Marmaric
coast, the population consists chiefly of Bedouins, with a
strong infusion of Berber blood. Among them, " in child-
hood, when a boy or girl loses his or her first teeth, the teeth,
as soon as they come out, are thrown into the air with the
exclamation, * I have exchanged my tooth for thee, O star!'
The explanation given for this practice is that there are from
time to time found in the fields white nodules of exceptionally
hard stone, which are believed to be fallen stars." The inten-
tion of the practice is no doubt to ensure by this means that
the next teeth of the child should be white and hard, like the
nodules of stone. A similar custom is practised by Algerian
children, who toss a lost tooth towards the sun, saying, " O
Sun, give me a new tooth ! " 2 Among the Sakalava, an
important tribe of Madagascar, when the first milk-tooth of a
child drops out, the child throws it on the roof of his parents'
house, saying, " I change this bad tooth for a good one." 3
Among the Oraons of Chota Nagpur in India " children
besmear their own cast milk-teeth with cowdung and saliva,
and then throw these teeth on the roof of their own huts.
As they thus throw away the teeth, they call on the mice to
exchange their milk-white teeth with their own cast milk-
teeth, saying,' May mine be new, and yours old.* " 4 Among
the Shans of Burma " when a child loses its first teeth it is
often teased by the big children, who call it ' Little Grand-
father * or ' Grandmother.1 If an upper tooth comes out
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